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History Challenge 1:  

Below is a time line. Underneath are pictures of all the events that happened in the history of the circus. Draw a line to match the image to the 
correct year. 



1768 1793 1825 1829 1835 1919 1882 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

History Challenge 2:  

Put the correct event in the correct box. Read the events on the last page of this document and write them in the correct box. 



       

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

History Challenge 3:  

Add the missing years in the timeline. Then, read the events on the last page of this document and write them in the correct box. 



The circus began using animals they trained.  

 

 

J. Purdy Brown was the first to order a canvas tent for his circus. 

 

 

John Bill Ricketts presented the first circus in America. 

 

 

Jumbo, the elephant, was taken to the United States by the Barnum and London Show. 

 

 

Philip Astley is the first person to bring together all the elements of the circus 

 

 

The Ringling Bros. Circus and Barnum & Bailey Greatest Show on Earth are combined into one giant circus. 
This new circus was called “The Big Show”. 
 
 
Circus wagons were used in circus parades. 


